
Surface Foreman Course Description
T he Mineral Mine S afety Act of V irginia requires  
that a mine foreman be employed at any mineral 
mine where three or more persons  work during 
any part of a 24-hour period (§45.1-161.292:29).  

T he V irginia Department of Mines , Minerals  and 
E nergy's  Divis ion of Mineral Mining offers  two 
des ignations  for S urface F oreman certification:  
Mineral Mining and Open P it.  T he S urface 
F oreman Open P it is  des igned for a mine 
foreman who will not be working with or be 
responsible for drilling and blasting activities  on 
the mine s ite.  DMM requires  that all individuals  
seeking surface foreman certification must meet 
the following criteria (C ertification R equirements  
for Mineral Miners  4V AC 25-35-10; 4V AC 25-35-
20):  

Surface Foreman:  
1.  Minimum five years  mining experience, at 	 	
     least one year of which was  at a surface mine.

	 - 2 years  work credit for Associate 	 	
	   Degree in Mining T echnology or C ivil 	
	   T echnology.

	 - 3 years  work credit for B achelor Degree 	
	    in Mining E ngineering, C ivil E ngineering, 	
	    Mining T echnology, C ivil T echnology, or 	
               G eology.

2.  P roper completion of B oard of Mineral Mining 	
     E xaminers  Application F orm (B MME -1).

3.  P roper completion of B oard of Mineral Mining 	
     E xaminers  Work E xperience F orm (B MME -2).

4.  S ubmiss ion of a copy of current MS HA 5000-23, 	
     showing F irst Aid review or a copy of a current 	
     firs t aid card or higher.

5.  S ubmiss ion of $10 examination fee with B MME -	
     1 and B MME -2 at least five working days  before 	
      the exam, in the form of a check or money 	
      order, payable to the T reasurer of V irginia.

6.  P ass ing the B MME  S urface F oreman exam, by 	
     scoring at least 85% on each of 5 parts  (85% on 	
     4 parts  for S urface F oreman Open P it).  

Course Objective
T his  32-hour course provides  practical information 
related to how state mining laws  and regulations  
are applied to various  mineral mining activities .  
T he firs t eight hours  of the course deal with F irs t 
Aid training.  T he rest of the course prepares  the 
applicants  to assume responsibility for compliance 
with law and regulations , resolving legal issues , 
supervis ion, ensuring the safety and health of 
workers , and managing environmental issues .   

T he certified foreman plays  a key role in the overall 
performance of the mine from the standpoint of 
both safety and production.  T he B MME -certified 
foreman assumes certain responsibilities  to both 
the employer and mine employees  by ensuring that 
daily production activities  are carried out in a safe 

manner.  T he examination is  given at the 
end of the course.

Course Material
T he S urface F oreman's  C ertification S tudy 
G uide will be provided, as  well as  copies  of 
Mineral Mine S afety Laws of V irginia, S afety 
and Health R egulations  for Mineral Mining, 
and F irs t Aid booklets .

Renewal Course
S urface F oreman C ertification is  required to 
be renewed every 5 years  (4V AC 25-35-40).  
T he B oard of Mineral Mining E xaminers  
allows a certificate holder to take the 
appropriate certification renewal course or 
challenge the renewal examination. 

T he eight-hour renewal course provides  a 
refresher on the Mineral Mine S afety Act of 
V irginia and the S afety and Health 
R egulations  for Mineral Mining.  T his  course 
is  for persons  already certified and working 
as  foremen on a mineral mining s ite.
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Certification Examination 
Content
T he S urface F oreman's  
C ertification E xamination will 
cons ist of 5 parts  covering the 
following:

1.  F irs t Aid (20 questions).

2.  F oremanship/F oreman 	 	
     R esponsibilities  (20 questions).

3.  Operational S afety and 	 	
     R eclamation (50 questions).

4.  S afety T raining and R ecord 	
     keeping (20 questions).

5.  Drilling/B lasting (20 questions) 	
      - not  required for Surface 		
     Foreman Open Pit Certification.

 

T o obtain copies  of applications  
B MME -1, B MME -2, and B MME -3 
call DMM (434) 951-6310, or 
download from DMM website:  
http://www.mme.state.va.us/Dmm/  

900 Natural Resources Dr.


